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detractors and its admirers. It made many con- 
verts, however, and was one of the first of his 
works to establish the preeminence of Millet 
among his contemporaries. 



The Exhibition of Recent Acquisitions 
of the Egyptian Department. 

In the Annual Report of the Museum for 1904 
mention was made of the plan for adding a new 
room to the present Egyptian Department by 
removing the casts in the room hitherto devoted 
to casts of Egyptian and Assyrian art, and by 
exhibiting in their place as much as possible of 
the material which has been added to the collec- 
tion, both by gift and by purchase, since the De- 
partment was created in the autumn of 1902. 
This work of preparing the room for the exhibi- 
tion of originals has been in hand for several 
months past and the room has been thrown into 
its proper relation with the rest of the Egyptian 
Department by the introduction of a doorway in 
the wall separating it from the room devoted to 
the Way Collection. The work is now nearing 
its completion and advantage is taken of this 
opportunity of giving now a general outline and 
description of the character of the new material, 
to be followed in later numbers of the Bulletin 
by detailed explanations of the objects under the 
various subject-classifications. 

Of the recent additions to the collection by 
gift, the place of prominence in this new Egyp- 
tian Room is given to the unique and beautiful 
collections of glazed porcelains and sculptures in 
wood from the tomb of Thothmes IV., in the 
valley of the kings at Thebes, which were given 
to the Museum in 1903 by Mr. Theodore M. 
Davis, who had carried on the work of excavation 
in the royal tombs with the cooperation of the 
Egyptian government. Most of this collection 
has been placed temporarily on exhibition the 
past year in the main room of the Department, 
but the addition is now made of a fragment of a 
throne, bearing on both sides scenes in the very 
finest relief, — on one side Thothmes IV. as a 
sphinx, trampling under foot his Semitic enemies ; 
on the other, the king seated on his throne 
receiving the blessing of Sekhmet, the lioness- 
headed goddess of war, while behind him stands 
his namesake, the ibis-headed Thoth. 

From the tomb of Queen Hatshepsut in the 
Valley of the Kings, Mr. Davis has now given to 
the Museum the great polished-sandstone sar- 
cophagus of Thothmes I., the father of Hatshep- 
sut, which was found in the tomb of the queen in 
the excavations of 1903-4. The sarcophagus 
has not yet reached the Museum, but on its 



arrival in the near future it will be placed on 
exhibition in this room, and, from its exceptional 
importance, will be the most notable addition yet 
made to the collection. 

From the regular annual donations to the col- 
lection from the Egypt Exploration Fund, re- 
ceived during the past two years, the important 
examples of glazed porcelain and sculptures in 
ivory of the earliest Egyptian dynasties, from the 
excavations of Flinders Petrie in the old Osiris 
Temple at Abydos, are now placed on exhibition 
in this room, with other material donated by the 
Fund from the work carried on in sites of the 
Ptolemaic and Roman period by Grenfell and 
Hunt. 

Of the additions made to the collection by 
purchase during the past two years, the most 
important are the two offering- chambers, with 
their decoration of scenes in beautifully modelled 
relief, from mastaba-tombs of the fifth dynasty at 
Sakkara, announced in the Annual Report of last 
year. The statement was made at that time that, 
because of their great weight and size, no pro- 
vision could be made for reconstructing and 
exhibiting the chambers until the new Museum 
building was erected. At the present time, how- 
ever, photographs of the chambers are being 
placed on exhibition, to illustrate in some degree 
the character and quality of their relief-sculpture. 

A considerable portion of the available space 
in this room has been devoted to the collection of 
wooden sculptures of the Middle Empire (about 
2000 B. C), from excavations in the rock-cut 
tombs at Assiut, carried on in 1903 by M. Chas- 
sinat, partly on behalf of the Louvre. These 
sculptures were found by M. Chassinat in a series 
of tombs in the Nile-cliff at Assiut, just west of 
the main group of tombs which has long been 
known to travelers in Egypt. The sculptures 
consist of the large statue 1.12 m. in height, 
shown in the illustration on page 15 ; a series 
of five statuettes, of which two are shown on 
page 14; and three groups of figures, one of 
which — the slaying of an ox for the sacrifice — 
is represented in the illustration. 

The remaining cases in the room are devoted 
to the exhibition of material illustrating other 
periods or other sides of Egyptian art. Sculpture 
in stone is represented by the two fine seated 
statuettes in limestone, dating from the early 
part of the fourth dynasty (about 2500 B. C.) and 
by the series of other statuettes and heads, in- 
cluding a number of characteristic examples of 
the best work of the Early New Empire (about 
1 600-1 000 B. C). On other sides, the material 
shown has been acquired with the definite pur- 
pose of making the Egyptian Collection as a 
whole more uniform in its illustration of the chief 
phases of Egyptian art, and has now been brought 
down to include the illustration of that last and 
least productive period of Egyptian art, the Cop- 
tic or Early-Christian period. 
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STATUETTE OF A PRIEST. 



BEARER OF FUNERAL-OFFERINGS. 




THE SLAUGHTER OF A STEER FOR THE SACRIFICE. 



Wooden sculptures of the Middle Empire (about 2000 B. C), from excavations at 
Assiut (Upper Egypt) carried on in 1903 by M. Chassinat, partly in behalf of the Louvre. 
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IS 




PORTRAIT STATUE OF THE MIDDLE EMPIRE. 



HEIGHT, 1. 12 M. 



From the excavations of M. Chassinat at Assiut 



